February 15, 2017
Dear Appropriations Health Sub Committee Members:

We are the participants of the Adolescent Learning and Leadership Institute (ALLI) being hosted
by the Southeastern Regional Action Council (SERAC) during the 2016-2017 school year. ALLI
is a high school leadership program that SERAC has been hosting every year since 2010.

We are writing to express our concerns about the drastic cuts to the Regional Action Councils
(RACs) including ours RAC, SERAC, which serves the twenty towns in Southeastern
Connecticut. The prevention funding cuts outlined in Governor Malloy’s proposed budget
would result in a final budget of about $300,000 to be shared by 18 Regional Action Councils
and Regional Mental Health Boards. This would mean that next year SERAC will receive just
$16,000 in State funds as compared to about $150,000 this year. Clearly, these cuts would
decimate the RAC funding and would significantly impact the resources, technical assistance and
services they provide to our communities. We know, for every $2 spent in prevention, society
saves $10 in intervention and treatment costs.

NO other agency is doing the prevention work that the RACs do. These cuts would prevent
SERAC and other RACs from leveraging other funding that flow into our region to address the
issue of addiction. It would eliminate the ability to support and enhance local prevention
initiatives. It would eliminate local efforts to combat and prevent suicide, opioid overdoses, .
prescription drug misuse and youth substance use around the State. It would also mean the
elimination of the ATLI program. Ultimately, these cuts could result in the closure of the
SERAC office. This would be a significant loss to the 20 communities served by SERAC.

Attached please find our personal notes about what SERAC and the ALLI program has meant to
us.

We believe it would be in the best interest of all CT residents, to fully restore the funding for
Regional Action Councils,

Thank you,

Sincerely,
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